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Little Free Libraries
help forge
new friendships.

One day in 2009, as a tribute to

his late, book-loving mother,
entrepreneur and amateur carpenter
Todd Bol, 57, erected a dollhouse-
size red wooden box, decorated to
resemble a schoolhouse, in his
Hudson, Wisconsin, front yard.
Inside, he stocked two dozen or so
books, and he put up a sign inviting
his neighbors to take one and then
return one. Soon his “magic little
cottage,” as he calls it, was drawing
dozens of peaple to his lawn, not just
to peruse the offerings but to strike
up conversations. “Everyone loved
it,” says Bol. “They stood there
reading right in my yard.”

Sensing he was onto something,
Bol dialed up Rick Brooks, a
University of Wisconsin-Madison
outreach program manager he'd met
at a workshop on local business
development. Brooks, 64, was
fascinated by Bol's idea for tiny
libraries, and the two decided to
promote them on a larger scale. They
started by selling fully constructed
library models, then a kit of wood,
screws, and Plexiglas, and offering
them on littlefreelibrary.org. After the
pair was interviewed on Wisconsin
Public Radio, the calls and orders
poured in. Now there are more than
8,000 "LFLs” around the world.
“People who live near an LFL say
they’re meeting more folks than
they've met in 25 years,” Brooks says.
Adds Bol, “Somebody said it’s like
having a front porch that extends to
your sidewalk,” —LESLIE GOLDMAN
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